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What's Happening in Worcester - 2010 Year End Report
By Arthur Bustard, Board of Supervisors’ Chairman

I am happy to report that Worcester Township made
many positive strides in 2010. Last year was a challenge
because the economic problems the country is experiencing
continued to impact revenues of many governmental bodies
from the Township to the Federal level. However, Worcester’s
budget allowed us to keep your local real estate taxes at 0.05
mills — the second lowest in Montgomery County. Unlike many
other townships, we did not go into debt, borrow against the
future, or raise taxes, nor did we neglect our infrastructure
needs. We continued to work on preserving our open space,
improving our parks, maintaining our roads, creating more
efficiency and productivity in the township office and public
works department, and more effectively providing value for
the hard-earned money received from our residents.

In April 2010, we welcomed our new township manager,
David Burman. Dave grew up in Cheltenham and came to us
from his position as Assistant Township Manager of Easttown
Township, in Chester County. Dave’s experience in process
and planning has enabled us to more efficiently provide the
services our residents need. His expertise has already
provided us with budget savings in health care and
maintenance of our public sewer facilities.

The township again worked to maintain the many miles of
road infrastructure for which we are responsible, while dealing
with road improvement projects that PennDot and the
Turnpike Commission scheduled simultaneously. New traffic
patterns have emerged as a result of shutting down the Morris
Road Bridge over the Northeast Extension of the Turnpike.
The increase in traffic on Valley Forge Road, Skippack Pike,
and Bethel Road was significant, and shortcuts around the
detour caused Schultz, Berks, Shearer, and Weber Roads to
experience heavier volume. We would like to thank the
residents of those roads and all residents who have waited in
long lines of traffic, for their patience. Thankfully PennDot’s
Sumneytown Pike project is completed, and some of the traffic
is using that road as an alternate. The Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission informs us that the turnpike bridge on Morris
Road should be completed by early Spring. The township
repaired a deficient bridge on Wentz's Church Road in 2010
and plans to continue replacing our bridge infrastructure as
necessary.

Worcester continued implementation of our
Comprehensive Plan in 2010 by investing in open space and
trails. Agricultural conservation easements were completed on
three Worcester farms, totaling almost 75 acres. On two of
those farms, the township acquired trail easements to connect
the Zacharias Trail from Hollow Road across Valley Forge Road
to Nike Park.

The township assisted Montgomery County Lands Trust
with a conservation easement on the 81-acre Moran property

across from Evansburg State Park. Funding to preserve the
property came from funds donated by a resident to preserve
open space in Worcester, not taxes. The township holds a
trail easement on this property which will enable us to
connect Methacton High School with Evansburg Park via a
pedestrian/equestrian trail. A trail will be established to
connect the two sections of Kriebel Mill Road and provide
pedestrian, equestrian, and bicycle access to the new trail,
which is scheduled to open by June 2012.

The township changed some ordinances and adopted
others to more effectively serve the residents. A noise
ordinance was added, attempting to combat nuisance
problems. We increased the allowable height of fencing
around pools to meet insurance requirements, saving
residents the $500 fee to obtain a zoning variance.

Looking forward to 2011, we are hopeful that the
economic slowdown will be reversed and the economy will
start to expand. The township budget is again frugal, making
sure we cover what needs to be accomplished, while
prioritizing those issues that need to be addressed in terms
of the money available. We are watching the Federal
Government’s decisions on the North Penn Army Reserve
Base, which is scheduled to be turned over to the Township
as a park in late 2011. The township has capital reserves to
handle that property once it is conveyed to us. In addition,
we have been studying the needs of our two wastewater
treatment plants, recognizing that proposed DEP regulations
will cause a significant increase in expenses to upgrade the
systems in the next several years. We have authorized a
study on the systems, the revenues generated, the capital
costs, and options available. Once the staff has all the
information, we will be discussing how to handle this
sometime in the spring or summer.

We can take satisfaction that in this economic
environment, the township is on a sound financial footing.
We will continue to watch for opportunities to increase our
efficiency, increase our communication with residents, and
provide enjoyable parks, trails, and open space in our
community.
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Full Line Up of Bus Trips in 2011!

To register for all trips, please call Worcester Township at 610-584-1410. Space is limited!
For details on all trips, please visit www.worcestertwp.com/bus_trips.htm (New trips added throughout the year)

NEW YORK CITY
ON YOUR OWN
Saturday, April 30
Depart Worcester Area: 8am
Depart NYC: 6pm

I e $45 per
Subway person
Times Square” Spend a
42 Street Station [GEVA
PR ANTOIRIWEE NYC and
S$1237 , ... leave the

* driving to

us! Our luxury motor coach will drop
you off in Times Square, near the
Visitors’ Center where discounted
tickets are available to both on and
off-Broadway shows. Take advan-
tage of the bargain price and design
your own itinerary for a day in the Big
Apple.

LOMBARDI...On Broadway
Saturday, April 30
Depart Worcester Area: 8am
Depart NYC: 6pm
$125 per person
Dan Lauria (The Wonder Years) and 2
-time Emmy winner Judith Light head

the cast. Though football’s Super
Bowl trophy is named for him, few
know the real story of Lombardi the
man-his inspirations, passions and
ability to drive people to achieve what
they never thought possible.

ELLIS ISLAND
Saturday, May 21
Depart Worcester Area: 8am
Depart NJ: 6pm
$65 per person
Ride our motor coach to NJ’s Liberty

State Park where a 10-minute ferry
ride will take you to the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island. The Monu-
ment Access pass for the Statue is
included. Crown tickets are not in-
cluded, but may be reserved by call-
ing 877-LADY-TIX.

NYC GOURMET FOOD TOUR
Saturday, June 4
Depart Worcester Area: 8am
Depart NYC: 5:30pm
$48 per person
Bring your appetite to sample the
culinary delights of Manhattan. We
will stop at Citarella in Greenwich
Village, Dean & Deluca in SoHo, Little
Italy, Chinatown and the Chelsea
market. Bring along your cooler!

MARY POPPINS On Broadway
Saturday, July 23
Depart Worcester Area: 8am
Depart NYC: 6pm
$120 per person
Featuring the irresistible story and un-
forgettable songs of one of the most
popular Disney films of all time!

WICKED...On Broadway
Wednesday, September 28
Depart Worcester Area: 8am
Depart NYC: 6pm
$120 per person
The untold story of the Witches of Oz.
So much happened before Dorothy!

Billy Elliot...On Broadway
Wednesday, November 2
Depart Worcester Area: 8am
Depart NYC: 6pm
$145 per person

Set in a small town, the story follows
Billy as he stumbles out of the boxing
ring and into a ballet class, discovering
a talent that inspires his family and
community, and changes his life for-
ever. Experience the joyous celebration
of one boy’s journey against the odds to
make his dreams come true.

‘

Montco Summer Basketball is
back for 3rd season!

Worcester Township will once again
offer an outdoor summer basketball league
in 2011! For boys and girls alike, the in-
creasingly popular league will partner with
Lower Providence Township to provide fun,
recreational games for grades 3-12. We will
be looking for volunteers to coach and operate the
scorer’s tables. Registration forms will be available this
spring, but please contact the township to be placed on
the mailing list for information once available. Please
email (jlanzillo@worcestertwp.com) or call 610-584-
1410 to receive information, or express an interest in

volunteering.

N
T

AARP Walking Program

Worcester Township’s Parks and Recreation
Department has been awarded a grant from the National
Recreation & Park Association and AARP.

A free 10-week walking program for those age
50+ will help participants find safe places to walk in and
near Worcester, provide educational tools and scavenger
hunts to help making walking more fun.

A kick-off event will take place in the
Spring. To be notified, please contact
Worcester Township Parks &
Recreation at 610.584.1410 or via
email (jlanzillo@worcestertwp.com)
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Zoning Changes Approved in 2010

In December 2010, the Board of
Supervisors approved several
changes to Worcester's zoning
ordinances.

Fences, Sports Courts, Agriculture
The setback for certain fenc-

ing was reduced to 3 feet from

the side and rear property lines.

The purpose of the change
was to accommodate fences
around pool installations, which
are required by code to be at least
4 feet high, and are commonly
54" high. The Board also intended
to assist farmers and those who
keep horses by allowing them to
fence more of their property for
use as pastures or fields.

Fences that can now be in-
stalled as close as 3 feet to a side
or rear property line are post and
rail, post and board, metal open
work, and similar open styles of
fencing, up to 5 feet in height. A
fence permit will still be required
for the installation. Chain link and
deer mesh fencing were specifi-
cally excluded from this change.

The Board also enacted an
ordinance to regulate the con-
struction of sports courts, ad-
dressing setbacks, landscaping,

stormwater management, and
lighting, to insure that these facili-
ties do not adversely affect
neighboring property owners.

Finally, the Board expanded
the definition of “agriculture” to
include the raising of animals. The
old definition of “agriculture” in-
cluded only crop farming. The
change was made to insure that
farmers and horse owners will be
able to use their land for all uses
considered to be agricultural un-
der state law.

The full text of these ordi-
nances is included in Ordinance
2010-227 on the township web-
site, on the Governance page un-
der "Ordinances and Resolutions.”
No Changes to Limited Industrial
Zoning

The Board held a public hear-
ing in December on proposed or-
dinance changes that would have
expanded the allowed uses in the
Limited Industrial district to in-
clude research and development.
The proposed changes would have
allowed the incineration of R&D
waste as an accessory use to an
R&D facility on the property. The
property owners also proposed an
increase in the allowable height of

Join the Worcester Historical Society
for the Grand Opening of our

FARM MUSEUM SHOWCASE
Monday, May 16, at 7:30 p.m.

Farmers Union Hall in Center Point
Intersection of Valley Forge Rd & Skippack Pike

Learn about the wide variety of activities that
took place on an old-time Worcester farm —
dairying, raising poultry, blacksmithing, har-
vesting ice, plowing and planting, harvesting
grain, butchering, and making apple butter.
These exhibits bring farming alive with tools that
were once used on many of Worcester’s farms.

a building from 35 feet to 45 feet,
to accommodate the need for ven-
tilation hoods in a typical research
facility.

Many members of the public
attended to express their opposi-
tion to these proposed amend-
ments. Their concerns included air
quality issues, noise, visibility of
taller buildings, and traffic. The
Board considered these concerns
and voted unanimously against all
of the proposed changes.

The changes had been sug-
gested by the property owner in
order to market the vacant Vis-
teon (formerly Ford Electronics)
facility on Morris Road to a wider
range of possible occupants. The
building has been largely vacant
since Visteon scaled back opera-
tions. The current real estate as-
sessment is almost half what it
was 10 years ago, meaning that
this property is now paying much
less in school taxes than it might
be paying if it were fully occupied.
The township will work proactively
with the landowner and the resi-
dents to determine how the facil-
ity can best be used.

Worcester Township’s Parks & Recreation Department applied for and was awarded a
$5000 grant from PECO’s Green Region Program to begin developing Heyser Field as a
neighborhood park. The 7-acre property, located behind Community Hall in Fairview
Village, was purchased by the township in 2009 with funding from the county Open
Space Program. A walking trail and benches are planned, as well as improvements to
the existing equestrian ring.
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Proposed Ordinance Amendments To Be Discussed in 2011

The Township continues to review existing and pro-
posed ordinances to ensure they meet the current needs of
Worcester residents. Proposed changes will be discussed at
public meetings during 2011.

Home-Based Businesses

Pennsylvania law permits a homeowner to have a “No-
Impact Home-Based Business,” with restrictions that pro-
hibit employees other than family members residing in the
home.

The Planning Commission recommended that Worces-
ter also allow residents in single-family districts to have a
home-based business with up to two additional employees.
They also recommended that any vehicles and equipment
associated with the business not be parked on the street,
and that off-street parking should not be visible from the
street. The business activity must be compatible with the
residential use of the property and surrounding residential
uses. The intent is to allow residents more flexibility to start
and grow a small business while retaining the residential
nature of our township.

Accessory Uses on Residential and Agricultural Properties

The Planning Commission has recommended some
changes to allow residents more flexibility in siting garages,
pools, and other structures, and also to decrease the num-
ber of zoning variances, which are expensive for residents
and for the township.

The recommended changes include reducing setback
requirements for agricultural structures, garages, pools, and
sheds, and allowing greater flexibility in citing pools. Deco-
rative structures like trellises, arbors, and benches would be
allowed in front yards.

Private stables for horses or other animals would be
allowed on lots larger than three acres, instead of the cur-
rent five acres. Each additional acre above three would al-
low one additional large animal, or the equivalent number of
smaller animals, reflecting standard guidelines for grazing
animals.

Worcester Township received special recognition from Montgomery County Lands Trust last year for
ongoing efforts to preserve open space. Pictured are several MCLT board members and State
Representative Katherine Harper (MCLT Chair), Worcester Supervisors, and township residents

Grading and Excavation

Grading and excavation projects that disturb more than
one acre of ground or which impact wetlands, streams, or
ponds require a permit from the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection. This helps protect our streams
from being clogged by sediment. However, smaller scale
projects have the potential for adverse effects as well, often
by causing stormwater runoff onto neighboring properties.
In order to address this issue, the township staff have de-
veloped a proposed Grading and Excavation ordinance.

The proposed ordinance would regulate the design,
construction, quality of materials, location, and maintenance
of grading, excavation, and fill activities in the township.
Such activities would not be allowed to adversely affect the
drainage on adjacent properties. Activities that would not be
regulated under the proposed ordinance would include
plowing, tilling, nursery operations, and drainage activities
for agricultural operations.

Signs

The Planning Commission discussed several aspects of
the sign ordinance during its meetings in 2010. Public meet-
ings are planned later this spring to solicit residents’ and
business owners’ input on various aspects of the sign ordi-
nance, including proposed changes to the types of signs
that would be allowed for businesses in the Commercial and
Shopping Center districts. The township’s goal is to work
with business owners and residents to provide the flexibility
needed to sustain a healthy business environment while
preserving the rural character of the township.

Cedars Village

The Planning Commission will be reviewing a proposed
overlay ordinance for Cedars Village which will allow some
types of village-scale retail and office uses, preserve historic
buildings and allow for safe pedestrian circulation.

The township encourages residents to stay in-
formed concerning these proposed changes by visit-
ing the township website (worcestertwp.com) and
signing up for meeting agenda email announce-
ments.

Memorial Bench & Tree
Program in 2011 *
Worcester Township’s Parks & .
Recreation Department has devel- ~ “#[%*
oped a new program that allows for
the donation of a bench or tree to one of
Worcester’s Parks or Trails.

Specific bench styles and trees will be
designated, and a plaque will be included,

allowing the donation to be dedicated to a
loved one. For details, please contact the

email at
jlanzillo@worcestertwp.com

Parks and Recreation depart-
ment at 610.584.1410 or via




