‘ Zoning)
Ordinance No. 8 . (Federal Flood g

Be It Enacted and Ordained by the Board of Supervisors of Worcester

" Township of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby enacted
‘and ordained as follows:

The Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Worcester, Montgomery
County, Pennsylvania, is hereby amended by the addition of the follow-
ing F1000 Plain provisions:

ARTICLE I - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.1 - Purpose. The purpose of these provisions is to pre-
vent the loss of property and life, the creation of health and safety
hazards, the disruption of commerce and governmental services, the
extraordinary and unnecessary expenditure of public funds for flood
protection and relief, and the impairment of the tax base by:

A. regulating uses, activities, and development which, acting
alone or in combination with other existing or future uses, activities,
and development, will cause unacceptable increases in flood heights,
velocities and' frequencies.

B. restricting or prohibiting certain uses, activities, and dev-
elopment from locating within areas subject to flooding.

C. requiring all those uses, activities and developments that do
occur in flood-prone areas to be protected and/or flood-proofed
against flooding and flood damage.

D. protecting individuals from buying lands and structures which
are unsuited for intended purposes because of flood hazards.

Section 1.2 - Applicability. These provisions shall apply to all

lands within the jurisdiction of Worcester Township and shown as
being located within the boundaries of the designated flood plain
districts which are considered as a part of the Official Zoning Map.

‘8éction 1.3 - Ceompliance. No structure. or land shall hereafter be
used and no structure shall be located, relocated, constructed, recon-
structed, enlarged, or structurally altered except in full compliance
with the terms and provisions of this ordinance and any other appli-
cable ordinances and regulations which apply to uses within the jur-
isdiction of this ordinance.

-

Section 1.4 - Warning and Disclaimer of Liability. The degree of
flood protection sought by the provisions of this ordinance is con-
sidered reasonable for regulatory purposes and is based on acceptable
engineering methods of study. Larger floods may occur on rare
occasions. Flood heights may be increased by, man-made or natural
causes, such as ice jams and bridge openings restricted by debris.
This ordinance does not imply that areas outside the flood plain
districts or that land uses permitted within such districts will be
free from flooding or flood damages.

This ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the
Township or any officer or emplovee thereof for any flood damages
that result from reliance on this ordinance or any administrative
decision lawfully made thereunder.

ARTICLE II - ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS

Section 2.1 - Description of Districts

A. Basis of Districts - The various Fflood Plain districts shall
include areas subject to inundation by waters of the one hundred (100)
year flood. The basis for the delineation of these districts shall be
the Flood Insurance Study for the Township of Worcester prepared by
the Federal Insurance Administration dated Sept. 16, 1980.

1. The Floodway District (FW) is delineated for purposes of this
Ordinance using the criteria that a certain area within the flood plain
must be capable of carrying the waters of the one hundred (10C) year
flood without increasing the water surface elevation of that flood more
than cne (1) foot at any point. The areas included in this District are
specifically defined in the Floodway Data Table of the above referenced
Flood Insurance Study and shown on the accompanying Flood Boundary and
Flocodway Map.

2. The Flood-Fringe District (FF) shall be that area of the 100
year flood plain not included in the Floodway District. The basis for
the outermost boundary of this District shall be the one hundred (100)
year flood elevations contained in the tliood profiles of the above
referenced Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and as shown on the accompanying
Flood Boundary and Floodway Map.

3. The General Plood Plain District (FA) shall be that flood plain
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area for which no detailed flood profiles and elevations are provided
Such areas are shown on the Maps accompanying the FIS prepared by the
FIA. In determining the necessary elevations for the purposes of thi
Ordinance, other socurces of data may be used such as:

a. Corps of Engineers - Flood Plain Information Reports

b. U.S. Geological Survey - Flood Prone Quandrangles

c. U.S5.D.A., Soil Conservation Service - County Soil Surveys
(Alluvial Soils)

d. Known Highwater Marks from Past Floods

e. Other sources.

B. Overlay Concept .

l. The Flood Plain Districts described above shall be overlays
to the existing underlying districts as shown on the Official Zoning
Ordinance Map and as such, the provisions for the Flood Plain District
shall serve as a supplement to the underlying district provisions.

2. Where there happens to be any conflict between the provisions
or requirements of any of the Flood Plain Districts and those of any
underlying district the more restrictive provisions and/or those per-
taining to the Flood Plain Districts shall apply.

3. . In the event any provision concerning a Flood Plain District
is declared inapplicable as a result of any legislative or administra-
tive actions-.or judicial discretion, the basic underlying district
provisions shall remain applicable.

Section 2.2 - Zoning Map. The boundaries of the Flood Plain Dis-
tricts are established as part of the Official Zoning Map of the
Township which is declared to be a part of the Ordinance and which she
be kept on file at the Worcester Township offices.

Section 2.3 - District Boundary. Changes. The delineation of any
of the flood plain districts may be revised by the governing body wher
natural or man-made changes have occurred and/or more detailed studies
conducted or undertaken by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, a River
basin commission or other qualified agency or individual documents
the notification for such change. However, prior to any such change,
approval must be obtained from the Federal Insurance Administration
(FIA).

Section 2.4 - Interpretation »f Distriet Boundaries. Initial
interpretations of the boundaries of the Flood Plain Districts shall
be made by the Zoning Officer. Should a dispute arise concerning the
boundaries of any of the Districts, the Zoning Hearing Board shall
make the necessary determination. The person questioning or contestir
the location of the district boundary shall be given a reasonable
opportunity to present his case to the Board and to submit his own
technical evidence if he so desires.

ARTICLE III - DISTRICT PROVISIONS

All uses, activities, and development occurring within any flood
plain district shall be undertaken, only, in strict compliance with
the provisions of this Ordinance and with all other applicable codes
and ordinances such as the Township Building Code, and Township
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance. 1In addition, all such
uses, activities, and development shall be undertaken only in compli-
ance with Federal or State law including Section 404 of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1334.

Under no circumstances shall any use, activity and/or development
adversely affect the capacity of the channels or floodways of any
watercourse, drainage ditch, or any other drainage facility or
system. Wells to be used as a source of water supply shall not be
permitted within any flood plain district due to the hazard of infil-
tration and contamination caused by flooding.

Prior to any proposed alternation or relocation of any stream,
watercourse, etc. within the municipality, a permit shall be obtained
from the Department of Environmental Resources, Dams and Waterways
Management Bureau Division. Further, notification of the proposal
by the township, Waterways management Bureau shall be given to all
affected adjacent municipalities. Copies of such notifications shall
be forwarded to both the Federal Insurance Administration and the
Department of Community Affairs.

Section 3.1 - Floodway District (FW). In the Floodway District
no development shall be permitted except where any rise in tlood
heights caused by the proposed development will be fully offset by
accompanying improvements which have been approved by all appropriate
local and/or State authorities as required above.
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by any other ordinance and provided that they do not require struc-
tures, fill, or storage or matcrizls and eguipment:

.1. Agricultural uses such as general farming, pasture, grazing,
outdoor plant nurseries, horticulture, truck farming, forestry, sod
farming, and wild crop harvesting.

2. Public and private recreational uses and activities such as
parks, day camps, picnic grounds, golf courses, boatlaunching and
swimming areas, hiking, and horseback riding trails, wildlife and
nature preeserves, game farms, fish hatcheries, trap and skeet game
ranges, and hunting and fishing areas.

- 3. Accessory residential uses such as yard areas, gardens, play
areas, and pPrevious parking areas.,

4. Accessory industrial and commercial uses such as yard areas,
pPrevious parking and loading areas, airport landing strips, etc.

Section 3.2.- Flood-Fringe District (FF) - In the Flood~Fringe
District the development and/or use of land shall be permitted in
accordance with the regulaticns of the underlying district provided
that all such uses, activities, and/or development shall be undertaken
in strict compliance with the flood-proofing and related provisions
contained in all other applicable codes and ordinances.

Section 3.3 -~ General. Flood Plain District (FA) .

A. In the General Flood Plain District no development, use or
activity (including £ill, grading and/or substantial improvements
to structures, etc.) shall be permitted unless the applicant for the
proposed development, uses or activity has demonstrated that the
proposed undertaking, when combined with all other existing and anti-
cipated development, uses and activities, will not increase the water
surface elevation of the one hundred (100) year flood more than one
(1) foot at any point. The engineering principle, equal reduction
of conveyance, shall be used to make the determination of increases
in flood heights.

B. In the floodway portion of the District no development shall be
permitted except where ‘the effect of such development on flood heights
is fully offset by accompanying improvements. Only those uses and/or
activities provided for in the Floodway District (FW) shall be per-
mitted in the floodway portion of this District.

C. All uses, activities and/or development shall be undertaken
in strict compliance with the flood-proofing and related provisions
contained in all other applicable codes and ordinances.

ARTICLE IV - SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS AND VARIANCES -~ Additional Factors
To Be Considered - In passing upon applications for Specific Exceptions

Ordinance and the following:

1. The danger to life and property due to increased flood heights
or velocities caused by encroachments. No special exception or
variance shall be granted for any proposed use, development, or activ-
ity that will cause any increase in flood levels in the Floocdway
District.

2. The danger that materials may be swept on to other lands or
downstream to the injury of others.

3. The proposed water supply and sanitation systems and the
ability of these systems to prevent disease, contamination, and
unsanitary conditions.

4., The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents
to flood damage and the effect of such damage on the individual
owners. '

5. The importance of the services provided by the proposed
facility to the community.

6. The requirements of the facility for a waterfront location.

7. The availability of alternative locations not subject to
flooding for the proposed use.

8. The compatibility of the proposed use with existing develop-
ment and development anticipated in the forseeable future.

9. The relationship of the proposed use to the ‘comprehensive
plan and flocd plain nanagement program £o: the area.

10. The safety of access to the property in times of flood of
ordinary and emergency vehicles.

11. The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and
sediment transport of the flood waters expected at the site.
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The Zoning Hearing Board may refer any application and accompany-
ing documentation to any request for a special exception or variance
ito any engineer or other qualified person or agency for technical
assistance in evaluating the proposed proiject in relation to flood
heights and velocities and the adequacy of the plans for protection
and other related matters.

Special Exceptions and/or variances shall only be issued after
the Zoning Hearing Board has determined that the granting of such
will not result in (a) unacceptable or prohibited - increases in
flood heights, (b) additional threats to public safety, (¢) extra-
ordinary public expense, (d) create nuisances, (e) cause fraud or
victimization of the public, or (f) conflict with local laws or
ordinances.

ARTICLE VI: ADMINISTRATION. A zoning permit shall be required
for all construction and development which includes but is not
limited to paving, filling, grading, excavation, mining, dredging
or drilling operations, etc.

ARTICLE VII: DEFINITIONS

1. Development = any man-made change to improved or unimproved
real estate including but not limited to buildings or other structures
the placement” of mobile homes, streets, and other paving, utilities,
filling, grading, excavation, mining, dredging, or drilling operations
and the subdivision of land.

2. Flood - a temporary inundation of normally dry land areas.

3. Flood Plain - (1) a relatively flat or low land.area adjoin-
ing a river, stream, or watercourse which is subject to partial or
complete inundation; (2) an area subject to the unusual and rapid
accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source.

4. Flood Plain Districts - those flood plain districts speci-~-
fically designated in the Township Zoning Ordinance as being inundated
primarily by the one hundred (100) year flood.Included would be areas
identified as Floodway District (FW) , Flood~Fringe (FF), and General
Flood Plain District (Fa).

5. One Hundred Year Floof - a flood that, on the average, is
likely to occur once every 100 years (i.e. that has a one {1) percent
chance of occurring each year, although the flood may occur in ‘any
year.)

ORDAINED AND ENACTED inte law this 13th day of February, 1981.

RUSSELL H. PLACE,
Secretary
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g (Federal Flood Subdivision)
Ordinance No. 8

Be Tt Enacted and Ordained by the Board of Supervisors of Worcester
Towiship, Monlyowesy Couuiy, Penusylvania, and it is hereby endcied
and ordained as follows:

The Subdivision Regulations of the Township of Worcester is hereby
amended by the addition of the following Flood Plain provisions:

ARTICLE I - GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 1.0 - Purpose. The specific purpose of these provisions is:

A. to regulate the subdivision and/or development of land within
any designated flood plain district in order to promote the general
health, welfare, and safety of the community;

B. to require that each subdivision lot in flood-prone areas be
provided with a safe building site with adequate access; and that
public facilities which serve such uses be designed and installed
to preclude flood at the time of initial construction;

C. to protect individuals from buying lands which are unsuitable
for use because of flood by prohibiting the improper subdivision and/c
development of unprotected lancs within the designated floed plain
district.

Section 1.1 - Abrogation and Greater Restrictions. This Ordinance

supersedes any ordinances currently in effect in flood areas. Howeaver
any other applicable ordinances shall remain in full force and effect
to the extent that those provisions are more restrictive.

Section 1.2 - Municipal Liability. The grant of a permit or apprcv
of a plan for any proposed subdivision and/or land development to be
located within any designated flood plain district shall not constitut
a representation, gquarantee, or warranty of any kind by the municipal-
ity or by any official or employee thereof of the practicability or
safety of the proposed use, and -shall create no liability upon the
municipality, its official or emplovees.

ARTICLE II - APPLICATION PROCEDURES AWD REQUIREMENTS

Section 2.0 - Pre-Application Procedures

A. Prior to the preparation of any plans, it is suggested that
prospective developers consult with the Pennsylvania Department or
Environmental Resources concerning soil suitability when on-site
sewage disposal facilities are proposed.

B. Prospective developers should consult the County Conservation
District representative concerning erosion and sediment control and
the effect of geologic conditions on the proposed development. At the
same time a determination should be made as to whether or not any
flood hazards either exist or will be created as a result of the
subdivision or development.

Section 2.1 - Preliminary Plan Requirements. The following
information shall be required as part of the Preliminary Plan and shai
be prepared by a registered engineer or surveyor:

A. Name of enginreer, surveyor, or other qualified person respon-
sible for providing the information required in this section.

B. A map showing the location of the proposed subdivision and/or
land development with respect to any designated flood plain district
including information on the one hundred (100) year flood elevations,

C. Where the subdivision and/or land development lies partially
or completely within any designated flood plain districts or where
such activities border on any designated flood plain district, the
preliminary plan map shall include-the following information:

1. the location and eleévation of proposed roads, utilities,
and building sites, fills, flood or erosion protection facilities

2. the one hundred (100) year flood elevations

3. areas subject to special deed restrictions. All such maps
shall show contours at intervals of two [ 2) or five{ 35) feet depend-
ing upon the slope of the land and identify accurately the boundaries
of the designated flood plain districts.

Section 2.2 - Final Plan Requirements. The following information
shall be required @s PAart or Che Finai Flan and shail be prepared
by a registered engineer or surveyor:

A. All information required for the submission of the Preliminary
Plan incorporating any changes requested by the Board of Supervisors

B. A map showing the exact location and elevation of all proposce




buildings, structures, roads, and public utilities to be constructed
within any designated flood plain district. All such maps shall
show contours at intervals of two (2) feet and identify accurately
Lie boundarsies of che Llood~prone areas.

Submission of the Final Plan shall also be accompanied by all
required permits and related documentation from the Department of
Environmental Resources, and any other Commonwealth agency, or local
mun1c1pallty where any alteration or relocation of a stream or water-
course is proposed. In addition, documentation shall be submitted
indicating that all affected adjacent municipalities have been
notified of the proposed alteration or relocation. The Department
of Community Affairs, and the Federal Insurance Administrator shall
also be notified whenever such activity is proposed.

ARTICLE ITI -~ DESIGN STANDARDS AND IMPROVEMENT IN DESIGNATED
FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICTS

Section 3.0 - General

A. Where not prohibited by this or any other laws or ordinances,
land located in any designated flood plain district may be platted
for development with the provision that the developer construct all
buildings and structures to preclude flood damage in accordance with
this and any other laws and ordinances regulating such development.

B. Building sites for residences or any other type of dwelling
or accomodation shall not be permitted in any designated floodway
district. Sites for these uses may be permitted outside the floodway
district if the sites or dwelling units are elevated up to the
Regulatory Flood Elevation. If £ill is used to raise the elevation
of a site, the fill area shall extend out laterally for a distance
of at least fifteen (15) feet beyond the limits of the proposed
structures.

C. Building sites for structures or bulldlngs other than for
residential uses shall also not be permitted in any designated flood-
way district. Also, such sites for structures or buildings outside
the floodway shall be protected as provided for in "B" above. How-
ever, the governing body may allow the subdivision and/or development
of areas or sites for commercial and industrial uses at an elevation
below the Regulatory Flood Elevation if the developer otherwise
protects the area to that height or assures that the buildings or
structures will be floodproofed at least up to that height.

D. If the Board of Supervisors determines that only a part of a
proposed plat can be safely developed, it shall limit development to
that part and shall require that development proceed consistent with
this determination.

E. When a developer does not intend to develop the plat himself amn
the Board of Supervisors determines that additional controls are
required to insure safe development, it may require the developer to
impose appropriate deed restrictions on the land. Such deed restric-
tions shall be inserted in every deed and noted on every recorded plat

Section 3.1 - Excavation and Grading. Where any excavation or
grading is proposed or where any existing trees, shrubs or other
vegetative cover will be removed, the developer shall consult the
County Conservation District representative concerning plans for
erosion and sediment control and to also obtain a report on the soil
characteristics of the site so that a determination can be made as to
the type and degree of development the site may accommodate. Before
undertaking any excavation or grading, the develcper shall obtain a
Grading and Excavation Permit when such is required by the Township.

Section 3.2 - Drainage Facilities. Storm drainage facilities shall
be designed to convey the flow of storm water runoff in a safe and
efficient manner. The system shall insure drainage at all points
along streets, and provide positive drainage away from buildings and
onsite waste disposal sites.

Plans shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Supervisors.
The Board of Supervisors may require a primarily secondary surface
system to accommodate larger, less frequent floods. Drainage plans
shall be consistent with local and regional drainage plans. “he
facilities shall be designed to prevent the discharge of excess
runoff onto adjiacent propertiesq,

Section 3.3 - Streets. The finished elevation of proposed streets
shall not be more than the one (1) foot below the Regulatory Flood
Elevation. The Board of Supervisors may require, where necessary,




profiles and elevations of streets to determine compliance with the
requirements. Drainage openings shall be sufficient to discharge
flood flows without undulv increasing flood heights.

Section 3.4 - Sewer Facilities. All sanitary sewer systems
located in any designated flood plain district, whether public or
private, shall be flood~proofed up to the Regulatory Flood Elevation.

A. The Board of Supervisors shall prohibit installation of
sewage disposal facilities requiring scil absorption systems where
such systems will not function due to high ground water, flooding,
or unsuitable soil characteristics or are proposed for location in
designated flood plain districts. The Board of Supervisors may
require that the developer note on the face of the plat and in any
deed of conveyance that soil absorption fields are prohibited in
designated areas.

B. The Board of Supervisors may prescribe adequate methods for
waste disposal. If a sanitary sewer system is located on or near
the proposed subdivision and/or land development, the Board of
Supervisors shall require the developer to provide sewage facilities
to connect to this system where practical, and shall prescribe the
procedures to be followed by the developer in connecting to the
system.

Section 3.5 - Water Facilities. Wells to be used as a source of
water supply shall not be permitted within any flood plain district
due to the hazard of infiltration and contamination caused by flooding.
If there is an existing public water supply system on or near the
subdivision, the Board of Supervisors shall reguire the developer
to connect to this system where practical, and shall prescribe the
procedures to be followed by the developer in connecting to the
system.

Section 3.6 - Other Utilities and Facilities. All other public
and private utilities and facilities including gas and electric shall
be elevated or flood-proofed up to the Regulatory Flood Elevation.

ARTICLE IV - DEFINITIONS

1.7 Building - a combination of materials to form a permanent
structure having walls and a roof. Included shall be all mobile
homes and trailers used for human habitation.

2. Designated flood plain districts - those flood plain dis-
tricts specifically designated in the Township Zoning Ordinance as
being inundated primarily by the one hundred (100) year flood.
Included would be areas identified as the Floodway District (FW),
the Flood-Fringe District (FF), and the General Flood Plain District
(FA) .

3. Developer - any landowner, agent of such landowner or
tenant with the permission of such landowner, who makes or causes
to be made a subdivision of land or a land development and the sub-
division of land.

4. Development - any man-made change to improved or unimproved
real estate, including but not limited to buildings or other struc-
tures, the placement of mobile homes, streets, and other paving,
utilities, mining, dredging, f£illing, grading, excavation, or drilling
operations and the subdivision of land, excluding wells used as 2
source of water supply, due to the hazard of infiltration and contam-
ination caused by flooding.

5, Dwelling - a building designed and constructed for residentia:
purposes in which people live.

6. One hundred (100) year flood - a flood that, on the average,
is likely to occur once every one hundred (100) years, (i.e., that has
a one (1) percent chance of occurring each year, although the flood
may occur in any year).

7. Regulatory flood elevation - the 100 year flood elevation
plus a freeboard safety factor of one and one-half (1 1/2) feet.

8. Structure - anything constructed or erected on the ground
or attached to the ground, including but not limited to buildings,
factories, sheds, cabins, mobile homes, and other similar items.

9. Subdivision - the division or redivision of a lot, tract
or parcel of land by any means into two or more lots, tracts, parcels
or other division of iand including chanyes ifu exisiing 1ol lines
for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of lease, transfer of
ownership or building or lot development: Provided, however, that
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the division of land for agricultural purposes into parcels of
more than ten{ 10) acres, not involving any new street or easement
UL aclessd, suall e cacmpied.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED into law this 13th day of February,
A. D. 1981.

/QJZ{_ ézg/ﬁﬁﬁ““ ﬁ:%ahqxxgﬂnJ d%4£9§Lch‘_
g RUSSELL H. PLACE,
Secretary
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ordinance No. 3‘[ (Federal Flocd Building

Be It Enacted and Ordained by the Board of Superviscrs of
Worcester Township, Montgcomery County, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained as follows:

The Building Code Ordinance cf the Township of Worcester is
hereby amended by the addition of the following Flood Plain provisicns:

ARTICLE I - SPECIAL PROVISIONS APPLYING IN DESIGNATED FLOOD
PLAIN DISTRICTS - In order to prevent excessive damage to buildings
and structures due to flooding conditions, the following provisions
shall apply to all proposed construction or development occurring
in any of the flood plain districts designated in the Township Zon-
ing Ordinance as amended: ’

Section 1.1 - General

A. Resldential Structures - Within any designated Floodway (FW),
Flood-Fringe (FF) or General Flood Plain (FA) District, the lowest
floor (including basement) of any new or improved residential struc-
ture shall be at least one and one-half (1 1/2) feet abcve the cne
hundred (100) year flood elevation.

‘B. HNon-Residential Structures

1. Within any designated Floodway (IW), Floocd-Fringe (FF) or
General Flood Plain (FA) District, the lowest floor (including base-
ment) of any new or improved non-residential structure shall be at
least one and one-half (1 1/2) feet above the one hundred (100) year
flood elevation or be designed and constructed sc that the space
enclosed by such structure shall remain either completely or essen-
tially dry during any flood up to that height.

2. Any structure, or part thereof, which will not be completely
or adequately elevated, shall be designed and constructed to be com-
pletely or essentially dry in accordance with the standards contained
in the publication entitled "Flood-proofing Regulations" (U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, June 1972) or some other eguivalent standard,
for that type of construction.

crremee s - gection 1,2 « Design and Constructon Standards

JE—

A, Drainage Facilities - Storm drainage facilities shall be
designed to convey the flow of storm water runoff in a safe and
efficient manner. The system shall insure drainage at all points
along streets, and provide positive drainage away from buildings.
The system shall also be designed to prevent the discharge of excess
runoff onto adjacent properties.

B. Sanitary Sewer Facilities -~ All new or replacement sanitary
sewer facilities, and private package sewage treatment plants
{(including all pumping stations and collector systems) shall bhe
designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters inito
the systems and discharges from the systems inio the flood waters.
In addition, they should be loczted and constructed to minimize or
eliminate flood damage and impairment.

C. Water Facilities - Water facilities, including wells, to be
used for water supply shall not be ccnstructed in any designated
flood plain district.

D. Streets - The finished elevation c¢f proposed new streets shall
be no more than one (1) foot below the Regulatory Flood Elevation.

E. Utilities - All utilities such as gas lines, electrical and
telephone systems being placed in flood-prone areas should be locatead,
elevated (where possible) and constructed to minimize the chance of
impairment during a flood.

F. Fill - If fill is used,it shall:

1. extend laterally at least fifteen (15) feet beyond the
building line from all points,

2, consist of soil or small rock materials only; sanitary
landfills shall not be permitted.

3. be compacted to provide the necessary permeability and
resistance to erosion, scouring, or settling,

4. be no steeper than one (1) vertical to two (2) horizontal,
unless substantiated data, justifying steeper slopes are submitted
to, and approved by the Building Official,

5. be used to the extent to which it does no. adversely :fl.ct
adjacent properties.

G. Placement of Buildings and Structures - All buildings wad
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structures shall be constructed and placed on the lot so as to offer
the minimum obstruction to the flow of water. In so doing, consider-
ation shall be given to their effect upon the flow and height of
£lo0d waters.

H. Anchoring

1. All buildings and structures shall be firmly anchored in
accordance with accepted engineering practices to prevent flotation,
collapse or other movement thus reducing the threat to life and
property and decreasing the possibility of the blockage of bridge
openings and other restricted sections of the watercourse.

2. All air ducts, large pipes and storage tanks located at or
below the Regulatory Flood elevation shall be firmly anchored in
accordance with accepted engineering practices to prevent flotation.

I. Floor, Walls and Ceilings - Where located at or below the
Regulatory Flood elevation:

1. Wood flooring shall be installed to accommodate a lateral
expansion of the flooring, perpendicular to the £looring grain,
without incurring structural damage to the building.

T 2. Plywood shall be of any "exterior" or "marine" grade and
of a water-resistant or waterproof variety.
: 3. Walls and ceilings in non-residential structures shall
have sufficient wet strength and be so installed as to survive
inundation.

" 4. Window frames, door frames, door jambs, and other components
shall be made of metal or other water-resistant material.

J. Electrical Systems

1.7 ALl electric water heaters, electric furnaces,electric air
conditioning and ventilating systems, and other electrical equipment
or apparatus shall be permitted only at elevations above the Regula-
tory Flood Elevation.

2. No electrical distribution panels shall be allowed at an
elevation less than three (3) feet above the level of the one hundred

- {(100) year flood elevation.

3. Separate electrical circuits shall serve lower levels and

shall be dropped from above. o L
¥. Plumbing .

1. Water heaters, furnaces and other mechanical equipment or
apparatus shall be permitted only at elevations above the Reégulatory
flood.

2. No part of any on-site sewage disposal system shall be con-
structed within any designated flood plain districts.

3. Sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to preclude infil-
tration of flood waters into the system and discharges from the
system into flood waters.

4. All gas and oil supply systems shall be designed to preclude
the infiltration of flood waters into the systems and discharges
from the systems into flood waters. Additional provisions shall be
made for the drainage of these systems in the event that flood water
infiltration occurs.

I,. Paints and Adhesives - Where located at or below the Regulatory
Flood elevation: -

1. Adhesives shall have a bonding streagth that is unaffected
by inundation (i.e. "marine" or water-resistant quality).

2. All wooden components (doors, trim, cabinets, etc.) shall
be sealed with a "marine" or water-resistant quality or similar
product. )

3. Paints or other finishes shall be capable of surviving
inundation (i.e. "marine" or water-resistant quality).

M. Storage

1. No materials that are, buoyant, flammable, explosive, or in
time of flooding, could be injurious to human, animal or plant life,
shall be stored below the Regulatory Flood.

Section 1.3 - Special Flood Damage Control Provisions for Mobile
Homes and Mobile Home Parks in the Designated Flood Plain Districts

2. A1l mobile homes and any additions thereto shall be anchored
to resist flotation, collapse, or lateral movement by providing over-
the-top and frame ties to ground anchors in accordance with the
American National Standards Institute and National Fire Protection
Association Standards as specified in Lhe Standard for the Imstalla-
tion of Mobile Homes Including Mobile Home Park Reguirements
(NFPA No. 501A-1974 (ANSI A119.3-1975) as amended for Mobile Homes in




Hurricane Zones or other Appropriate Standards such as the following:

1. over-the-top ties shall be provided at each of the four (4)
corners of the mobile home, with two (2) additional ties per side at
intermediate locations for units fifty (50) feet or more in lenath,
and one (1) additional tie per side for units less than fifty (50)
feet in length.

2. frame ties shall be provided at each corner of the mobile
home, with five (5) additional ties per side at intermediate loca-
tions for units fifty (50) feet or more in length, and four (4)
additional ties per side for units less than fifty (50) feet in
length. o

3. all components of the anchoring system shall be capable of
carrying a force of four thousand eight hundred (4800) pounds per
square inch. -

B. All mobile homes and any additions thereto shall also be
elevated in accordance with the following requirements:

1. the stands or lots shall be elevated on compacted fill,
or on pilings so that the lowest floor of the mobile home will be at
or above the elevation of the Regulatory Flood.

2. adequate surface drainage is provided

3. adequate access for a hauler is provided

4. where pilings are used for elevation, the lots shall be
large enough to permit steps; piling foundations shall be placed in
stable soil no more than ten (10) feet apart; reinforcement shall be
provided for pilings that will extend for six (6) feet or more above
the ground level.

C. An evacuation plan indicating alternate vehicular access and
eéscape routes shall be filed with the appropriate Township, officials
for mobile home parks and mobile home subdivisions where appropriate.

D. No mobile homes shall be placed in any designated Floodway
District or area.

Section 1.4 - Existing Structures in Designated Flood Plain
Districts - Structures existing in any designated flood plain
districts prior to the enactment of thisg Ordinance, but which are not
in compliance with these provisions, may continue to remain subject
to the feollowing:

A. Existing structures located in a designated Floodway District
or area shall not be expanded or enlarged, unless the effect of the
proposed expansion or enlargement on flood heights is fully offset
by accompanying improvements.

B. Any modification, alteration, reconstruction, or improvement
of any kind to an existing structure, to an extent or amount of less
than fifty (50) percent of its market value, shall be elevated and/or
floodproofed to the greatest extent possible.

C. Any modification, alteration), reconstruction, or improvement
of any kind to an existing structure, to an extent or amount of fifty
(50) percent or more of its market value, shall be undertaken only
in full compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

Section 1.5 - Variances

A. 1If compliance with the elevation or floodproofing requirements
stated above would result in an exceptional hardship for a prospective
builder, developer, or landowner, the Township may, upon request,
grant relief from the strict application of the requirements.

B. Requests for variances to the strict application of the
provisions of this Ordinance may be granted by the Township in accord-
ance with the following procedures and criteria:

l. No variances shall be granted for any construction, develop-
ment, use or activity within any designated Floodway (FW) District
that would cause any increase in the one hundred (100) year elevation.

2. 1If granted, a variance shall involve only the least modifi-
cation necessary to provide relief.

3. In granting any variance, the Township may attach whatever
reasonable conditions and safeguards it considers necessary in order
to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and to achieve the
objectives of this Ordinance.

4. Whenever a variance is granted, the Township shall notify
the applicant in writing that:

a. the granting of the variance may result in increased
premium rates for flood ilbsurance.
b

. such variances may increase the risks to life and

property.



5. 1In reviewing any request for a variance, the Township

shall consider, but not be limited to, the following:

a. that there is good and suffimient cance,

b. that failure to grant the variance would result in
exceptional hardship to the applicant.

c. that the granting of the variance will not result
in any unacceptable or prohibited increased flood neights, additional
threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, create nuisan-
ces, cause fraud on, or victimization of the public, or conflict with
any other- applicable local or State ordinances and regulations.

- 6. A complete record of all variance requests and related
actions shall be maintained by the Township. In addition, a report
of all variances granted during the year shall be included in the
annual report to the Federal Insurance Administration.

C. Notwithstanding any of the above, however, all structures
shall be designed and constructed so as to have the capability of
resisting the hydrostatic and hydrodynamic lcads and pressures, and
effects of buoyancy of the One Hundred (100) Year Flood.

ARTICLE II - SUPPLEMENTARY ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS FOR ACTIVITIES
IN DESIGNATED FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICTS

Section 2.1 - Plan Requirements. In addition to the permit appli-
cation requirements normally required under the Township Building
Code, as amended, the Township Building Official shall require
the following specific information to be included as part of the

application for a building permit:

A. A plan which details the:

1. existing and proposed contours and/or elevation (in relation
to mean sea level, i.e, the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929)
of the ground and the lowest floor of proposed construction.

2. one hundred (100)year flood elevations

3. other associated factors such as pressures and impact forces
etc.

4. storage elevations

5. size of the structures

6. location and elevations of streets, water supply, sanitary
facilities

7. soil types

8. floodproofing measures including specific reference to the
level of the floodproofing in relation to the one hundred (100) year
flood.

B. A document, certified by a registered professional engineer
or architect, which states that the proposed construction has been
adequately designed to withstand the flood depths, pressures, veloc-
ities, impact and uplift forces and other hydrostatic, hydrodynamic
and buoyancy factors associated with the one hundred (100) year flood.

Such statement shall include a description of the type and
extent of floodprecofing measures which have been incorporated into
the design of the structure.

Section 2.2 - Review by County Conservation District. A copy
of all applications and plans for construction or development in any
designated flood plain district to be considered for approval shall
be submitted by the Township Building Official to the County
Conservation District for review and comment prior to the issuance
of a building permit. The recommendations of the Conservation Dis-
trict shall be considered by the Township Building Official for
possible incorporation into the proposed plan.

Section 2.3 - Other Permit Issuance Requirements. Prior to the
issuance of any building permit the Township Building Official shall
review the application for permit to determine if all other necessary
governmental permits such as those required by State and Federal laws
have been obtained including those required by Act 537, the Pennsylvanic
Sewage Facilities Act, the Pa. Water Obstructions Act of 1913, and
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, Section
404, 33, U.S.C. 1334. No permit shall be issued until this determin-
ation has been made.

Section 2.4 - Start of Construction. For purpcsces of implomentabio
of these provisions construction shall be considered to have started
with the first placement of permanent construction of the site, such
as the pouring of slabs or footings or any work beyond the stage of




excavation. For a structure without a basement or poured footings, th
start of construction includes the first permanent framing or assembly
of the structure or any part thereof on its plllnqs or foundatlon, or
the affixing of any prefabilicated struviures ur mobile home to its
permanent site. Permanent construction does not include land prep-
aration, land clearing, grading, filling, excavation for basement,
footings, piers, or foundaticns, erection of temporary forms, the
installation of piling under proposed subsurface footings, or the
installation of sewer, gas and water pipes, or electric or other
service lines from the street.

ARTICLE III -~ SUPPLEMENTARY DEFINITIONS FOR DESIGNATED FLOOD PLAIN
DISTRICT PROVISIONS -~ The following are special definitions which
shall be used in making reasonable lnterpretatlons of the provisions
contained in Articles I and II:

A. Completely dry space - a space which will remain totally dry
during flooding; the structure is designed and constructed to prevent
the passage of-water and water vapor.

B. Construction - the construction, reconstruction, renovation,
repair, extension, expansion, alteration, or relocation of a building
structure including the placemenc of mobile homes.

C. Designated flood plain districts - those flood plain dlstrlces
specifically designated in the Township Zoning Ordinance as being
inundated primarily by the one hundred{ 100) year flood. Included
would be areas identified as Floodway District { FW), Flood-Fringe
District (FF), and General Flood Plain District (Fa).

D. Designated Floodway District or area - the channel of a river
or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas required to carry
and discharge a flood of the one hundred (100) year magnitude as
specifically defined in the Township Zoning Ordinance.

E. Development - any man-made change to improved or unimproved
real estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures
the placement of mobile homes, streets and other paving, utilities,
mining, dredging, filling, grading, excavation, or drilling operations
and the subdivision of land, excluding wells used as a source of water
supply, due to the hazard of infiltraiton and contamination caused by
flooding.

F. Essentially dry space - a space which will remain dry during
flooding, except for the passage of some water vapor or minor seepage,
the structure is substantially impermeable to the passage of water

G. Floodproofing - means any combination of structural and non-
structural additions, changes, or adjustments to structures which
reduce or elimate flood damage to real estae or improved real property,
water and sanitary facilities, structures, and their contents.

H. Mobile home - means a transportable, single family dwelling
intended for permanent occupancy, office, or place of assembly, con-
tained in one or more sections, built on a permanent chassis, which
arrives at a site complete and r2ady for occupancy except for minor
and incidental unpacking and assembly operations, and constructed so
that it may be used with or without a permanent foundation. The
term does not include recreational vehicles or travel trailers.

I.Mobile home park - a parcel of land under single ownership which
has been planned and improved for the placement of two or more mobile
homes for non-transient use.

J. Obstructions - any wall, dam, wharf, embankment, levee, dike,
pile abutment, projection, excavation, channel, rectification, cul-
vert, building, fence, stockpile, refuse, fill, structure, or matter
in, along, across, or projecting into any channel, watercourse, or
designated flood plain district, which may impede, retard, or change
the direction of the flow of water either in itself or by catching
or collecting debris carried by such water or is placed where the
flow of the water might carry the same downstream to the damge of
life and property.

K. One hundred vear flood - a flocd that, on the average, is
likely to occur once every one hundred (100) years (i.e. that has a
one (1) percent chance of occurring each year, although the flood
may occur in any year). This is more precisely defined/delineated
in the Township Zoning Ordinance.

L. Regulatory fiood elevation - the one hundred (100) year flood
elevation plus a freeboard safety factor orf one and one-half (1 1/2;
feet.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED into law this 13th day of February,

A. D. 1981,
///f / ///"!—- RUSSELL_H. PLACE, Secretary



WORCESTER TOINSHIP
ORDINANCE NO. 87

Pursuant to authority granted by the Pennsylvania Second Class Township
¢ode, specifically 53 P.S. 65747 relating to regulation of disorderly
practices, the Board of Supervisors of Worcester Township do hereby repeal
Ordinances #70, #82, and #83, and in their stead do hereby ordain and enact:

SECTION 1. That Disorderly Practices within the limits of the Township
of Worcester shall be and are hereby defined as any act, work or conduct
causing or tending to cause a disturbance of the peace and good orxrder of the
Township, or causing or tending to cause any danger, discomfort or annoyance
to the inhabitants of the Township or users of the Township thoroughfares,
and shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

A. Loafing, fighting, drunkenness, the making of unnecessary noises,
profanity or indecent language, or acting in an unseemly manner.

B. The unnecessary sounding of automobile horns, sirens, bells,
whistles or other warning devices.

C. The keeping of dogs, chickens or other animals in such a manner
that they disturb the peace and quiet of the immediate neighborhood.

D. The operation of radios, phonographs, musical instruments, and
sound amplifying devices in a loud manner such as to disturb the peace and
quiet of the neighborhood.

E. The loading, unloading or delivery of coal or other materials
in such a manner or at such a time of the day or night as to disturb the -
peace and quiet of the immediate neighborhood.

F. The discharge of firearms, air guns, or crossbows, of any kind
or character whatsoever, excepting (1) the legitimate use of firearms by a
police officer, (2) their use in the protection of one's person or property, ;
(3) their use when the fired projectile is aimed at and stopped by a good i
and appropriate backstop or barrier, (4) their use by licensed gunmen during
prescribed seasons, or resident on his own property, (5) their use in trap
or skeet shooting under appropriate conditions, -- such uses allowed only in:
such a manner as not to disturb the peace and quiet of the immediate neigh-
borhood.

G. Haintaining lights of such intensity, prominence, color or
blinking thereof at such time of night as to interfere unnecessarily with
the safe operation of motor vehicles, or the reasonable enjoyment and use of
nearby homes without annoyance thereto.

Ii. The affixing or causing to be affixed, or any show bill, placard,
poster or other advertising device upon any pole, tree, or structure within
the Township without first obtaining the consent of the owner thereof,
excepting that done by a public officer legally thereunder authorized,
except no hunting or trespassing signs.

I. To deface, disfigure, write upon or in any manner cause to be
placed upon any house or wall or buiiuing or structure of any kind, what-
soever, or any part thereof, or upon fences or road signs, or road surfaces,
any marks, lines, figures, letters or caricatures of any kind.

J. To cause offensive noise or odor to the discomfort and/or
annoyance to the immediate neighborhood, other than normal agriculture
use/practice.

_ K. To operate any vehicle or device in a loud manner, whether
licensed or not, on public or private property, in such a manner as to dis-
turb the peace and quiet of the immediate neighborhood.

L. To drive any vehicle of any kind whatsoever, across any bridge
or on any part of the streets and roads of the Township, in viclation of a
sign placed at or adjacent to said bridge or part of street or road,
limiting the weight of any vehicle permitted to use the same.

M. The throwing, depositing or dumping or causing of throwing,
depositing or dumping of papers, trash, rubbish, ashes, junk, waste,
garbage or discarded material of any kind in or on any private or public
property, vacant or occupied, within the Township of Worcester or to main-
tain any accumulation of such material, except as may be customary and
incidental to the use and enjoyment of any farm residence, or place of
business.
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N. To display a house number, or property number, other than one
.asgigned to the house, or property, by the Township Board of Supervisors.

O. To maintain an overflowing, or malfunctioning on-lot sewage dis-
posal system.

P. The unauthorized taking of water from a public fire hydrant, or
with the tampering of an officially iastalled fire hydrant.

Q. To keep, whether confined, fastened, or loose, reptiles and/or
undomesticated animals such as wolves or lions, whether or not they appear
tame.

SECTION 2. Any person or persons violating any of the provisions of
this Ordinance, or causing or helping others violate the same, shall be
guilty of the offense of disorderly practices and upon conviction thereof in
summary proceedings shall be sentenced to pay the costs of prosecution and
the fine not exceeding Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) for each offense. Where
the circumstances of the offense are continuous, a new and separate offense
shall be deemed committed for each day that such violation exists.

ORDAINED AWD ENACTED this _12th day of October, 1981, by the Roard of
Supervisors of Worcester Township.

WORCESTER TQWWSHIP
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Chairman
ATTEST:

l\/‘), voot I (CPloce_

Secretary




